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MABAS DIVISION 19



PURPOSE:
The purpose of this procedure is to provide guidance for the members of MABAS DIV 19 that id given the assignment as Scene Safety Officer.
SCOPE:

This procedure applies to all members of MABAS Division 19. 

APPLICATION:
The Safety Officer is an advisor to command and a consultant to the sector officers. While the safety officer is an advisor to command, he/she also has the overriding authority to veto a plan when conditions or actions create an immediate safety hazard. If the safety officer sees that construction failure is eminent, he/she will communicate with command regarding emergency traffic and evacuation following MABAS 19 procedures. The safety officer must be mobile taking in all functions on the fire ground. If necessary, command may assign more safety officers depending on the size of the emergency. Also, if there is a high level of risk to a certain sector or task assignment, the safety officer may elect to give direct safety supervision.
Safety Officers should always evaluate signs of structural weakness or impending failure including but not limited to:

1. Leaning

2. Cracking

3. Twisting

4. Flexing

5. Groaning

6. Leaking (smoke or water through walls)

7. Falling structural material

8. Disappearing roof mounted equipment

The safety officer must be aware of sector positions and any situations that require special caution such as:

1. Crew operation directly over the fire (roof or floor)

2. Attack positions where fire can get behind attack crews

3. Roof structures that may fail suddenly

4. Below ground fires

5. Confined spaces

6. Any unvented interior fires

7. Where sector officers do not have direct control of positions and functions

8. Limited access/exit situations - only one way out

9. Incidents involving hazardous materials

10. Exterior attack combined with interior attack

The safety officer must wear protective clothing and equipment that will allow for him/her to observe all sectors.
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