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MABAS DIVISION 19



PURPOSE:
The purpose of this Standard Operating Guideline is to provide the necessary direction to be taken in the event a hazardous event has reached the Full-Still level or above.  This standard has also been established to provide consistency in the application and use of MAYDAY and Emergency Traffic Procedures.  MABAS 19 realizes firefighting and emergency operations are inherently hazardous, creating the possibility for disorientation, entrapment, serious injury, or line of duty death.  MABAS 19 further recognizes that it is of the utmost importance to provide direction to be taken in the event a R.I.T. has to be assigned.

Scope:
This procedure describes the training, activities, roles and responsibilities required in the event of being assigned or assigning a R.I.T.  It establishes a priority and procedure for conducting training, assembling tools, using proper terminology, and assignment of R.I.T.
The overriding philosophy of MABAS 19 is to provide a company or companies available for rapid intervention and rescue of firefighters who are disoriented, trapped, or lost while performing firefighting activities in hostile environments.

RAPID INTERVENTION TEAM is a;

· Fire Company that is dedicated for firefighter rescue.

· Company trained in firefighter rescue.

· Company that is equipped and ready to go into action.

· Company that has a wholehearted commitment to Firefighter SAFETY and  SURVIVAL.

EMERGENCY TERMINOLOGY

“MAYDAY” used to report a firefighter down, lost or missing, trapped, any circumstance that can seriously injure a firefighter(s), out of SCBA air, or injured and in need of immediate assistance.  The radio message may be transmitted by a firefighter to report their status as being in trouble and in need of rescue or by any member to report a firefighter lost or down.  The term “MAYDAY” will be reserved ONLY to report a firefighter in trouble.

“EVACUATE” used to order evacuation of a building, portion of building, or area of the fireground.  The radio message may be transmitted by command, a sector (branch, group) officer or company officer to order evacuation of firefighting and rescue personnel.  Activation of evacuation signal (repeated air horn blasts) will be ordered by command, repeated by dispatch.

“EMERGENCY TRAFFIC” to be used when an emergency is imminent, or has already happened (I.E.:  “emergency traffic” wires down in sector 2, “emergency traffic” safety reporting fire extending to rear (sector 3) exposure.)

· A structural collapse or potential collapse
· Rapidly changing fire conditions
· Loss of water supply
· Immediate evacuation of building made necessary by any of the above situations or any other circumstance which the incident commander feels appropriate.  (Apparatus drivers will sound 5 air horn blasts to alert members on scene.)
“EMERGENCY MESSAGES” should be repeated at least twice and must be acknowledged by command.  Dispatch should repeat the message as well.

NOTIFICATION

The following procedure will be used to alert firefighters on the fireground of a MAYDAY.

1. To clear all radio traffic on the fireground frequency, the member requesting the MAYDAY will preempt the message by repeating the MAYDAY three (3) times. At this time no other radio traffic will be sent until the nature, location, and type of MAYDAY is transmitted.

2. At this time, the incident commander will order all companies and sector officers to switch to a designated alternated radio frequency immediately to clear the fireground channel for the firefighters in danger, the MABAS Rapid Intervention Team, and RIT Sector Officer.

The following procedure will be used to alert firefighters on the fireground of an EMERGENCY TRAFFIC alert:

1. To clear all radio traffic on the fireground frequency, and alert all apparatus drivers that an emergency message is about to be sent, the firefighter requesting the emergency will preempt the message by repeating the word EMERGENCY three (3) times.  At this time no other radio traffic will be sent until the nature, location, and type of EMERGENCY is transmitted.

2. A roll call will immediately be initiated by use of the Personal Accountability System by the incident commander.

OVERVIEW

1. R.I.T. concept shall be activated at the Full Still level and above.

2. R.I.T. companies should be designated on a box alarm response card.  Host Fire Departments that choose not to pre-designate, shall designate R.I.T. companies at the time of dispatch to allow the company to be prepared prior to arrival.

3. R.I.T. companies shall consist of an engine, truck, squad or any combination thereof.

4. Staffing of R.I.T. companies shall be a minimum of 3 personnel.

5. An existing Chief shall be designated as R.I.T. Chief or an additional R.I.T. Chief shall be assigned to the Command Post when R.I.T. company is in place.

6. An ambulance shall be available for immediate deployment with the R.I.T.

7. If the need for rescue is diminished, the R.I.T. company may be assigned other tasks.

8. The keyword is RAPID.  Personnel should not be loaded down with equipment.  They have to move quickly.  However, they need to have available to them the necessary tools to accomplish firefighter rescue and possibly extricate themselves from a dangerous situation. Special equipment may be required, but understand that rapid intervention means not using technical rescue equipment.

9. R.I.T. may be deployed to perform tasks related to the safety of the fireground.  (eg. secure utilities, ensure a second means of egress via laddering second floor or forcing the rear etc.). These tasks SHALL NOT impede the R.I.T. focus on its primary responsibility of FireFighter Safety and Survival.  They may also be deployed for any viable rescue that requires unavailable resources.

Training:

Personnel responding as a Rapid Intervention Team shall be trained to perform tasks applicable to the job.  These tasks require a minimum training as stated below.
1. Saving your own

2. Competent use and maintenance of R.I.T. inventory equipment

3. Knowledge of operations under the Incident Command System

4. Knowledge of specialized search and rescue techniques

5. Basic building construction and signs of building collapse

6. One member of the R.I.T. must be an EMT-B or the equivalent training

7. Basic rope rescue techniques as applicable to firefighter rescue

8. Basic cribbing and shoring of collapsed structures

9. Basic C.A.R.T. Awareness so to acknowledge need for specialized rescue teams

Tools:
The following tools will be required as a minimum, to perform tasks associated with firefighter rescue:
· Thermal Imaging Camera (optional)

· Flat head axe

· Pickhead axe

· Sledge hammer

· Halligan tool

· Search rope

· Power saw with appropriate blades

· Hand lights

· Ground ladders

· Portable oxygen kit

· 2 portable radios

· SCBA with mask, for victim use

· SCBA spare bottles

· Stokes & backboard or sked

· Hoseline committed for R.I.T.

ASSIGNMENT OF R.I.T.

1. Assigned R.I.T. Company will report directly to Command, passing Staging, positioning their apparatus and equipment in an advantageous position to be rapidly deployed when necessary. This positioning shall not interfere with the deployment and operation of suppression activities.

2. R.I.T. Officer and R.I.T. Chief will receive face to face briefing from command.

3. R.I.T. companies will assemble tools for rescue.

4. R.I.T. company will determine tactics and strategy being used on the building.

5. R.I.T. member will perform a building walk around for sizeup.

6. The R.I.T. company will monitor the radio, keep track of company positions and activities.

7. R.I.T. shall preplan possible rescue profiles.

8. R.I.T. Chief will review the incident command’s tactical worksheet, if available.

9. The R.I.T. Chief will assist in maintaining the personnel accountability system.

10. Once the team is assembled, locate near the command post.  Position personnel to view the structure and incident.

11. R.I.T. shall monitor fire travel, constantly sizing up the building.

12. R.I.T. Chief shall observe Command Post Operations for danger signs.

13. R.I.T. shall communicate with Rehab to gather important information from firefighters that worked interior sectors or other hazard areas.

14. R.I.T. shall assess FireFighter Safety and Risk profiles for decision making.

STRATEGIC CONCERNS OF USING R.I.T.

1. Deployment of R.I.T. to a firefighter in distress will cause disruption of the tactics required by the fire.  Suppression and control tactics should be forced to continue in this situation. Continuation of these tactics will provide needed time margin for the R.I.T. to perform their rescue.

2. R.I.T. concept needs to be adhered to by all Fire Departments and Fire Companies involved to ensure safe successful operations during FireFighter emergencies.

3. Anytime R.I.T. is deployed for any reason serious consideration shall be given to activation of a second Rapid Intervention Team.
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